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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT OFFICER REPORT

Benchmarking

The past six weeks have been consumed mainly with organising visits to farms to gather the 2008-09 Benchmarking Data. At present, I am in the process of making arrangements to visit farms, and will be contacting those involved shortly.
If you have not yet received the questionnaire, please contact me immediately.

If you would like to participate in the benchmarking, or require more information, please also contact me as soon as possible, so that your farm can be included in the 2008-09 collection.
Passion for Prawns

At present I am waiting to hear back from the Department of Agriculture, Forrestry and Fisheries in relation to the application for funding. As soon as this is confirmed, plans for the Roadshow will commence immediately.

R&D

I met last week with the R&D Committee to discuss current and upcoming projects. The meeting was fairly productive and I appreciate all who attended and for your support. 

I also met fairly briefly with the Executive and highlighted the importance of responding to emails in relation to the Benchmarking. I thank you for your co-operation in this matter.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me on 040 753 9188 or email jamie@qff.org.au. Jamie O’Brien
Queensland Aquaculture Industry Directions 2008-2012 document available online 
Queensland Aquaculture Industry Development Directions 2008 - 2012 is the Queensland Government framework for the development of Queensland's aquaculture industry over the next five years. The document identifies a series of mechanisms to maintain and grow a sustainable, diverse and innovative industry. The document can be viewed here.
http://www.emailer.sd.qld.gov.au/ch/1nh9t95/698217/be26ak06c.html
"Passionate" prawns and "mellow" mud crabs boost profits 

Boosting the fertility of male prawns and reducing stress levels for mud crabs are two research projects that could create new jobs and provide millions of dollars in extra revenue for Queensland's aquaculture industry. Scientists at Queensland Primary Industries and Fisheries (QPIF) are investigating a mystery: why pond grown male prawns are often not up to the job of breeding. 

This research into prawn fertility is being conducted by the QPIF and CSIRO at the Bribie Island Aquaculture Research centre.

Black tiger prawn contributed to more than $30 million to Queensland's economy last year.

Historically, farmers have captured brood stock from the wild but are now looking to not only grow and maintain domesticated stock, but to breed selected lines.

Scientists suspect that low winter temperatures and/or overcrowding are putting pond-grown males off their game.

Lead QPIF scientist Dr Brian Paterson said if the project is successful, prawn farming companies operating their own selective breeding programs will benefit from more efficient production of brood stock.

Federal budget ignores potential for Agricultural growth

The Australian Prawn Farmers’ Association (APFA) is very disappointed that the federal budget has delivered no stimulus for Australia’s farmers just at the time when the sector is primed to take advantage of any Government investment.

In response to the budget President Trevor Anderson said it is no surprise that this year’s budget is tight, with an expanding deficit that has provided limited capacity for new expenditure.  However the decision to tighten investment in the key research and development area was a huge mistake.  The closure of Land and Water Australia, and a cut of $3 million in 09/10 to the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation really are only the tip of the iceberg. The real issue is the way in which the Government is driving down the investment in Agricultural research and development through an unexplained efficiency right down on the Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry while at the same time loading the agency up with more responsibility.  This demonstrates an almost reckless disregard for the facts.  Farmers are facing challenges now and in the future.  The need to manage increased climatic variability, deliver a low emission farming system and pressure for an increase in water use efficiency while the global and domestic evidence suggests farmers will need to double their farming productivity over the next 40years.  History shows that farmers understand that dramatic productivity growth is delivered through world class, farm based research.  Cutting back on investment in this area may be a mistake that in the end will affect all consumers

APFA BRIEFS FEDERAL AGRICULTURE OPPOSTION

APFA Executive Officer Helen Jenkins and Project Development Officer Jamie O’Brien this week met with Federal Opposition Agricultural Minister John Cobb to discuss all things prawns. Mr Cobb has said that he will make time to visit a prawn farm in the near future.
PROJECT MANAGER –  AQUACULTURE SKILLS FORMATION

The position of Project Manager, Aquaculture Skills Formation Strategy will lead the development of a sustainable, collaborative network comprising industry, government and service providers with a strong initial focus on the aquaculture industry based in North Queensland.  This network will be expected to lead the development of a strategic workforce action plan (Skills Formation Strategy) and participate in subsequent implementation that supports further industry growth and sustainability. The Project Manager will be employed by the Australian Prawn Farmers Association and will be located within, or in close proximity to Queensland Government Primary Industry and Fisheries offices in either Cairns or Townsville. For more information, contact Helen Jenkins or Jamie O’Brien on 07 3837 4747, or go to www.seek.com.au.
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES WEEK 2009

Primary Industries Week will this year take place from Monday October 12 to Friday October 15. The Luncheon will open the week’s events on Tuesday October 13, followed by Rural Discovery Day on Thursday October 15, and the new Networking Function will take place on Friday October 15. Calls for Presenters and schools to participate in the week’s events will commence shortly.

PI Week is also seeking organisations interested in taking on Silver and Bronze sponsorships.  This is a great way of supporting the agricultural community and promoting the work of a relevant company. For more information, please contact Jamie O’Brien on 07 3837 4747.

LOOKING FOR WORK
A Marine Scientist is seeking a position in Aquaculture in Queensland. For more information, contact Germán A. Díaz on 045 841 0308 or email germandiazm@gmail.com.
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES WEEK 2009 - MEMBERSHIP

With the onset of Primary Industries Week 2009, organisations interested in becoming MEMBERS of Primary Industries Week, are encouraged to please submit your membership intention as soon as possible. Membership will entitle your company to a position on the Committee and to make decisions on future PI Week events and will apply from July 1.  Primary Industries Week was developed in 1996 to build and enhance public awareness and understanding of the value and importance of primary industries in Queensland which are now worth almost $13 billion per annum. This year, Primary Industries Week is set to take on a slightly revised look, with a call for greater involvement from our Education sector.  Membership will be valid from July 1, 2009. Your support towards the future of our rural industries is strongly encouraged. If you have any questions, please contact Jamie O’Brien on 07 3837 4747. 
Products sought for Aussie Pavilion in Shanghai

Expressions of interest are currently being sought from Australian food and beverage companies interested in supplying products to the Australian Pavilion at the Shanghai World Expo 2010. The Expo will be held from 1 May 2009 to 31 October 2010. There are over 200 confirmed country participants, and a forecast attendance of 70 million people. 

The Australian Pavilion is currently seeking interest from companies in the following areas:

operational equipment and furniture, VIP functions, food, beverages, retail products (including gift stores). For more information go to www.emailer.sd.qld.gov.au/ch/1nh9t95/716851/be26a3fqc.html
QFF CONFERENCE – NEW DATE
The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) 2009 Annual Conference will be held on Thursday, July 9, 2009 at the Sebel and Citigate, Brisbane. The focus this year will draw upon solutions towards growing our food, fibre and foliage supply systems in Australia, farming sustainability in reef catchments and climate change. Registration forms will be distributed within the coming weeks. For more information contact Jamie O’Brien on 07 3837 4747 or jamie@qff.org.au.

CRC Seafood Consumer Omnibus Survey
The Seafood Consumer Omnibus Survey Project has officially started. The project will annually track Australian household consumption of seafood and test consumer acceptance of a range of seafood innovations (such as new products, new packaging formats, new promotional messages etc). The first survey will start in the second half of 2009, with an internet survey conducted with approximately 2,500 respondents.

FARM DAY 2009

Farm Day 2009 is coming up on May 30 and 31. Families interested in hosting a city family for the day or over the weekend should register now. Farm Day plays an important role in bridging the city/country divide and we have had great success over the years in developing a greater understanding of farming, and its importance, among our city families – many of whom have become great advocates of farmers and farming following their Farm Day experience. To register, go to www.farmday.com.au, or for more information, contact QFF on 07 3837 4747.

FRDC/WINSC Professional Development Scholarship Winner Named

Anni Conn, Business Manager of Seafarm North Queensland is the winner of the first FRDC/WINSC Professional Development Scholarship. The $6000 scholarship will be used to ensure that Ms Conn visits the new Pescanova prawn processing facility in Chinandega, Northern Nicaragua, Belize Aquaculture Limited in Belize and companies such as Lyon Seafood in Warminster, UK. Well done Anni!
